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June 3, 2019 Regular Board Meeting  Minutes  

Panorama Village Administrative Center                                                IV-A 

Meeting Room A - 7:00 p.m.  

240 Villa Crest Drive 

State College, PA  16801 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER and PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE  

Ms. Concepcion called the State College Area School District Board of School Directors regular 

meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. She welcomed all those attending and those viewing  from 

home. She noted the Board held an executive session on May 20, 2019 on a legal matter and 

personnel. Ms. Concepcion noted Item S under Action will be moved to Information and 

Discussion. 

 

A copy of all materials distributed to board members for discussion and/or action is included 

with the official minutes, unless otherwise indicated. 

 

Board members present: Amy Bader, Lori Bedell, Amber Concepcion, Dan Duffy, Scott Fozard, 

David Hutchinson, Jim Leous, Laurel Zydney (by Zoom) 

Board members absent: Gretchen Brandt 

Board Secretary: Mary Jenn Dorman 

Student Representative:  
Solicitor: Scott Etter 

Superintendent: Robert O’Donnell 

District Personnel: Linda Andrews, Vernon Bock, Randy Brown, Eric Davey, Artie Gilkes, Bill 

Harrington, Megan Kelly, Amy Lawrence, Paul Leskowicz, Nabil Mark, Laura Mazer, Mardi 

McDonough, Tod McPherson, Chris Merritt,  Linda Pierce, Ed Poprik, Chris Rosenblum, Eugene 

Ruocchio, Jackie Saylor, Jen Schreiber, Lou Ann Shafer, Will Stout, Fanessa Thompson, Austin 

VanAllen, Emma VanAllen, Donna Watson, Chris Weakland 

Guests: Lance Hamilton, Luke Knipe, Donna Mancino, Alexis Wainwright 

 

II. COMMUNICATIONS 

Dr. O’Donnell welcomed two individual state champions as well as representatives from the 

state championship boys’ outdoor track and field team. Typically at each meeting, the Board 

acknowledges various achievements among our students, faculty and staff; however, when we 

have state titles and champions, we like to invite them to our board meeting to be recognized 

in person.  

● Congratulations to the State High track and field team, led by coach Artie Gilkes, on 

winning the 2019 PIAA track and field state championship. Lance Hamilton and Luke Knipe 

brought home gold in the triple jump and pole vault, respectively. 

● The State High Thespians Troupe 5029 had a night for the ages recently at Altoona’s 

historic Mishler Theater, winning eight firsts and four runner-ups in the 2019 Isaac Awards, 

including Best Production for the musical “Newsies.” It was the first time in school history 

that State High was recognized in every category.  

● Congratulations to Leah Mueller on being selected as one of 20 middle and high school 

educators nationwide who will serve as project leaders for the third annual Global Impact 

Challenge. The Delta Middle Level Program music and theatre teacher will be part of a 

diversity and inclusion competition that is designed to spark the best ideas from students 

for building a world free of barriers, stereotypes and discrimination. 

● State High students Claire Jin, Tori Sodeinde and Jessica Zhang truly are aiming high. Their 

team is among the top 5 finalists in the national NASA-sponsored Genes in Space 
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competition to design DNA experiments that address challenges in space exploration. Out 

of 789 submissions, the finalists were chosen to vie for the honor of having an experiment 

tested on the International Space Station. State High’s proposal focuses on the cellular 

mechanisms behind astronaut bone density loss. Finalists are being mentored by Harvard 

and MIT scientists, and the winner will be announced this summer. This is the second time 

State High has had a competition finalist, after Alyssa Huff in 2015. 

  

III. PUBLIC COMMENT  

There was no public comment. 

 

IV. ROUTINE APPROVALS  

A motion to approve the Routine Approval Listing as presented. 

--Out-of-State/Overnight Student Travel  

--Joint Facilities and Finance Committees Meeting May 16, 2019 Notes 

--Regular Board Meeting Minutes May 20, 2019  

--Culture Climate and Learning Committee Meeting Notes May 22, 2019 

--Budget Hearing Meeting Minutes May 28, 2019  

--Treasurer Reports April 2019 ( 

--Appointment of new Board Secretary to complete Four-Year Term beginning 7/1/19-6/30/21  

--Appointment of Tax Collectors for 2019-2020 School Year  

--Appointment of Depositories and Investment Institutions for the 2019-2020 Fiscal Year  

--Annual Rental agreements for parking spaces at Nittany Avenue facility for the 2019-2020  

--Appointment of Dr. Scott Etter as District Solicitor for period July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020  

--Appointment of Lisa Chiesa as bond counsel for 2019-2020 fiscal year  

--Human Resource Recommendations (refer to attachment IV-N) 

Mr. Leous moved and Dr. Duffy seconded to approve the listing of Routine Approvals as 

presented. There was no discussion. With the motion moved and seconded, all board members 

present voted aye on a roll call vote. (Ms. Brandt was absent and Ms. Zydney was connected 

by Zoom.) The motion passed unanimously.  

  

V. APPROVE 2019-2020 FINAL BUDGET 

A motion to approve the 2019-2020 Final Budget as presented. Mr. Fozard moved and Ms. Bedell 

seconded to approve the motion. Ms. Concepcion noted there was a Budget Hearing last week  

and various work sessions on the budget.  With the motion moved and seconded, all board  

members present voted aye on a roll call vote. (Ms. Brandt was absent and Ms. Zydney was 

connected by Zoom.) The motion passed unanimously. 

 

VI. APPROVE THE ANNUAL HOMESTEAD/FARMSTEAD RESOLUTION 

A motion to approve the Annual Homestead/Farmstead Resolution as presented. Mr. Fozard moved 
and Ms. Bedell seconded to approve the motion. There was no discussion. With the motion moved 

and seconded, all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. (Ms. Brandt was absent 

and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) The motion passed unanimously.  

 

VII. APPROVE ANNUAL REAL ESTATE TAX INSTALLMENT PAYMENT RESOLUTION 

A motion to approve Annual Real Estate Tax Installment Payment Resolution as presented. Mr. 

Leous moved and Mr. Fozard seconded to approve the motion.  There was no discussion. With  

the motion moved and seconded, all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. (Ms. 

Brandt was absent and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) The motion passed unanimously.  

 

 

 



 
 
 
June 3, 2019 Regular Board Meeting                                                                                                                                              3 

VIII. APPROVE SUPPLEMENTAL PROPERTY TAX REBATE PROGRAM 

A motion to approve the Supplemental Property Tax Rebate Program as presented. Dr. Duffy 

moved and Mr. Leous seconded to approve the motion.  There was no discussion. With the 

motion moved and seconded, all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. (Ms. 

Brandt was absent and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) The motion passed unanimously.  

 

IX. APPROVE PURCHASE of CONCERT GRAND PIANO 

A motion to approve the purchase of a Concert Grand Piano as presented. Ms. Bedell moved and 

Mr. Leous seconded to approve the motion. Responding to a question, Mr. Brown explained the 

music department has been asking for this for many years. Having looked at refurbishing, it is 

more cost effective to move toward a state contract for the item. The piano is a floor model from 

Robert M. Sides and was purchased at a large discount. Because the funds are coming out of this 

year’s budget vs next year, other items will be researched to see how we can utilize these funds 

for 2019-2020 budget.  With the motion moved and seconded above, all board members present 

voted aye on a roll call vote. (Ms. Brandt was absent and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

X. APPROVE the MOU with PATTON TOWNSHIP for SRO 

A motion to approve the MOU Agreement with Patton Township for the School Resource Officer 

from July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2021 as presented. Dr. Duffy moved and Mr. Fozard seconded 

to approve the motion.  There was no discussion. With the motion moved and seconded, all board 

members present voted aye on a roll call vote. (Ms. Brandt was absent and Ms. Zydney was 

connected by Zoom.) The motion passed unanimously.  

 

XI. APPROVE REIMBURSEMENT RESOLUTION RELATED to MEMORIAL FIELD 

A motion to approve the Reimbursement Resolution related to Memorial Field financing as 

presented.  Ms. Bedell moved and Mr. Fozard seconded to approve the motion. There was no 

discussion. With the motion moved and seconded, all board members present voted aye on a roll 

call vote. (Ms. Brandt was absent and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) The motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

XII. APPROVE the HARTMAN INSURANCE BROKER AGREEMENT 

A motion to approve the Hartman Insurance Broker Agreement as presented. Mr. Fozard moved 

and Dr. Duffy seconded to approve the motion. There was no discussion. With the motion moved 

and seconded, all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. (Ms. Brandt was absent 

and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) The motion passed unanimously.  

 

XIII. APPROVE WOOD TURNERS Contract/Agreement for CEEL PROGRAM 

A motion to approve Wood Turners contract/agreement for Community Education program  

(CEEL). Ms. Bedell moved and Mr. Leous seconded to approve the motion. Dr. Duffy noted he 

did a little research on the group and they enjoy craft and worth their contribution to school 

and children. With the motion moved and seconded above, all board members present voted 

aye on a roll call vote. (Ms. Brandt was absent and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) The 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

XIV. APPROVE POWERSCHOOL CUSTOMIZATION AGREEMENT 

A motion to approve the PowerSchool Customization Agreement as presented. Ms. Bedell moved 

and Mr. Leous seconded to approve the motion. There was no discussion. With the motion moved 

and seconded, all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. (Ms. Brandt was absent 

and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) The motion passed unanimously.  
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XV. APPROVE ELEMENTARY PROJECTS CHANGE ORDERS 

A motion to approve Elementary Projects Change Orders as presented. Ms. Bedell moved and  

Dr. Duffy seconded to approve the motion. There was no discussion. With the motion moved and 

seconded, all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. (Ms. Brandt was absent and 

Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) The motion passed unanimously.  

 

XVI. APPROVE PERMISSION to BID RENOVATIONS in NORTH BUILDING 

A motion to approve permission to bid renovations in North Building (former CTC wing) for Delta 

Fitness Center as presented. Mr. Leous moved and Mr. Fozard seconded to approve the motion. 

Mr. Poprik commented on the project with the partial renovation to the old CTC Program. He noted 

the 20% rule related to ADA and does not complete ADA Compliance but 20% of compliance with 

moving into the next part of the project with a wheelchair lift and reducing the cost of the next 

project. Dr. O’Donnell added they walked the building space numerous times for Delta to not have 

to cross the street and remain in their own space for a more permanent solution. With the motion 

moved and seconded above, all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. (Ms. Brandt 

was absent and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) The motion passed unanimously.  

 

XVII. APPROVE PURCHASE EQUIPMENT for NORTH BUILDING 

A motion to approve the purchase of equipment for North Building as presented. Dr. Duffy 

moved and Mr. Fozar seconded to approve the motion. There was no discussion. With the 

motion moved and seconded, all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. (Ms. 

Brandt was absent and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) The motion passed unanimously.  

 

XVIII. APPROVE CHANGE ORDER for REDUCING PAVING at RADIO PARK  

A motion to approve the change order to reduce paving at Radio Park as presented. Dr. Duffy 

moved and Ms. Bedell seconded to approve the motion. Mr. Poprik explained this will be a 

credit and was asked if it is more than the original paving area at Radio Park. Mr. Poprik noted 

paving is done in a variety of methods with no correlation to the number of students. With the 

motion moved and seconded above, and eight board members present, seven board members 

present voted aye, and one board member voted nay (Ms. Zydney) on a roll call vote. (Ms. 

Brandt was absent and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) The motion passed unanimously. 

 

XIX. APPROVE CHANGE ORDER for MNMS CHILLER PROJECT (Letter P on agenda) 

A motion to approve the change order for the MNMS chiller project as presented. Ms. Bedell 

moved and Mr. Leous seconded to approve the motion. Mr. Poprik responded to a question and 

explained this had to do with the actual fumes from the generator. With the motion moved and 

seconded above, all board members present voted aye on a roll call vote. (Ms. Brandt was 

absent and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) The motion passed unanimously. 

 

XX. APPROVE CHANGE ORDER for ASBESTOS REMOVAL at NITTANY AVENUE BLDG. 

A motion to approve the change order for asbestos removal at the Nittany Avenue Building as 

presented. Dr. Duffy moved and Mr. Fozard seconded to approve the motion. There was no 

discussion. With the motion moved and seconded, all board members present voted aye on a 

roll call vote. (Ms. Brandt was absent and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

XXI. APPROVE PURCHASE of DEHUMIDIFICATION EQUIPMENT 

A motion to approve the purchase of dehumidification equipment, in the amount of $46,104.50 

from Fastenal Company as presented. Dr. Duffy moved and Mr. Leous seconded to approve  

the motion. Board member expressed he was glad to see this was being added to MNMS HVAC 
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System. Mr. Poprik explained how it could also be used as a preventative measure for moisture 

and mold. With the motion moved and seconded above, all board members present voted aye 

on a roll call vote. (Ms. Brandt was absent and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.)  

 

XXII. APPROVE TIMBERNOOK CONTRACT for COMMUNITY EDUCATION PROGRAM 

A motion to approve Timbernook contract/agreement for Community Education CELL Program 

as presented. Dr. Duffy moved and Ms. Bedell seconded to approve the motion.  There was no 

discussion. With the motion moved and seconded, all board members present voted aye on a 

roll call vote. (Ms. Brandt was absent and Ms. Zydney was connected by Zoom.) The motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

XXIII. CONTRACT with METCALFE ARCHITECTURE and DESIGN 

This item was moved to be discussed under the first Information/Discussion Item VI-A. 

 

XXIV. DISTRICT GOAL CATEGORY: FACILITIES and GROUNDS 

Playground Master Planning  

As a follow-up to the May 16 joint Finance and Audit/Facilities and Grounds Committees meeting, 

Metcalfe Architecture & Design, LLC provided an update regarding its output from the playground 

master planning process. The firm was hired to create holistic playgrounds to integrate nature  

play space into the current landscape while utilizing existing equipment and complying with ADA 

guidelines. Tonight’s presentation will be the final master planning document taking into 

consideration all previous refinements. Metcalfe provided a hard copy of the playground master 

plan to Board members which included: play report for each of the schools; community 

engagement process; design work; maintenance overview; civil engineering narratives; 

playground safety audits conducted at the beginning of the process; and existing equipment list. 

Metcalfe conducted a playground assessment and audit to understand play behaviors at each 

school.  Surveys were distributed to faculty, staff, students, and parents. A series of design 

meetings were held with parents and students. Another series of more intimate focused meetings 

were held with the community more. The process is 95% complete with Facilities and Grounds and 

Finance and Audit committees. Board commended the architecture team for their hard word and 

thorough planning.  Members noted that faculty will need trained on the new equipment. While it 

is change, it is going to be a significant improvement for ADA accessibility as well as overall 

playground enhancement. Mr. Brown asked Board members regarding their preference for an 

open-ended contract with Metcalfe versus a 3-site contract for each school.  The Board indicated 

they trust Mr. Brown’s judgement, but would like to review a draft financial structure of each 

option. 

 

XXV. DISTRICT GOAL CATEGORY: STUDENT LEARNING 

Proposed Secondary Textbooks for 2019-2020 

Christine Merritt provided an update on textbook requests. She advised that due to the start of the 

International Baccalaureate program for fall 2019, the IB requests are fairly robust. The requests 

for Accounting/Finance, Advanced Accounting I, AP Physics are due to aging and need replaced. 

Updated software is required for AP Statistics. The Advanced World Religions course is adopting a 

textbook. In follow-up to a board member question, Ms. Merritt confirmed that the district does 

have access to audio versions for students with disabilities.  

 

Elementary Musical Ensembles Update 

Mr. Vernon Bock provided an update on the elementary music ensemble proposal. He advised that 

there have been several updates to the Board and CCL to examine how we can incorporate band, 

orchestra, and chorus experiences within the elementary school day. Since these updates, the 
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school has received feedback from a variety of stakeholders and he has reached out to a cohort  

of districts for benchmarking. Vern has also met with all fourth and fifth grade elementary school 

teams. By moving all music ensembles into the school day will provide more opportunity for all 

students. The revised plan strikes a balance between access to these programs and time for 

learning experiences. The time allocation is being developed in collaboration with faculty and 

principals and will be finalized prior to August. Dr. O’Donnell also spoke on the actions needed  

to execute the plan and his meeting with the parent leading the booster cohort. The desire is for 

all students to have access and for creativity/collaboration to be consistent. A board member 

expressed concern that we do not create a gap by filling another. Board members thanked 

everyone involved for the enormous effort and expressed their support for commitment to equity. 

The administration and board agreed to revisit the program in a year to evaluate the progress and 

review any changes that may need to occur.  

 

XXVI. BOARD COMMITTEE MEETING REPORTS  

Culture, Climate and Learning Committee - Dr. Duffy provided an update of the May 21 Culture, 

Climate and Learning Committee. The Committee reviewed the textbook recommendations for  

the 2019-2020 academic year. They also received an update on the elementary music ensemble 

proposal and bullying behaviors that have occurred during the 2018-2019 school year. The 

committee was provided data generated from PAYS and Peer Nomination Surveys, and included 

bullying prevention initiatives, social/emotional learning and awareness experiences, as well as 

other training and support resources. The update and subsequent discussion also included refined 

priorities for the 2019-2020 school year.  

Upcoming Committee Meetings: Ms. Concepcion reveiwed the listing of upcoming meetings. 

  

XXVII. FUTURE AGENDA PLANNING  

Ms. Concepcion noted items that would be coming up on future meetings and any board 

members had anything else to add, theywere welcome to reach out to Board Leadership. 

 

XXVIII. ADJOURNMENT 

A motion was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting. With it moved and seconded, all 

board members present votd aye with a voice vote. Tha motion passed unanimously.  (Ms. 

Brandt was absent and Ms. Zydney had disconnected by Zoom.) Ms. Concepcion adjourned the 

State College Area School District Board of School Directors regular meeting at 9:25 p.m. 

 

Submited by, 

 

Mary Jenn Dorman 

Board Secretary  

 


